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DOWNTOWN STARS HONORED AT ANNUAL BREAKFAST 
Darsey Niclasson, Matt Mayberry, and Jack Quinn’s Running Club take home honors 

A private developer, a museum administrator, and an organization dedicated to fitness in the core of the city 
were honored today by Downtown Partnership with Downtown Star awards at the 17th annual Downtown 
Partnership Breakfast with the Mayor.  

Guest speaker Lieutenant Governor Joe Garcia shared remarks before featured speaker Colorado Springs 
Mayor Steve Bach addressed a crowd of more than 400 business and community leaders and downtown 
stakeholders. The Downtown Star awards recognize people and groups who have made outstanding 
commitments to a thriving downtown. 2014 recipients include: 

Darsey Nicklasson, owner of DHN Planning and Development received the Individual Downtown Star award. 
Together with her business partner Kathy Loo, Nicklasson broke ground in September on Blue Dot Place, a 33-
unit apartment complex on South Nevada Avenue. Although infill development is costlier and more 
challenging than sprawling suburban construction, Nicklasson persevered with her plan to provide affordable 
urban apartment living. In addition, she regularly convenes happy hours of the businesses, property owners 
and nonprofits that make up the southeast part of downtown, lighting a spark among others, providing 
connections, and creating a diverse group committed to the revitalization of the area.  

Matt Mayberry, executive director of the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum received the Civil Servant 
Downtown Star award. Under his leadership, Mayberry has increased private donations to supplement city 
resources to sustain and grow a museum with 50,000 annual visitors. He and his staff created new events, 
overhauled 75 percent of museum exhibits, and guided significant exterior renovations of the historic building. 
Mayberry also oversees and maintains the city’s permanent public art collection and provides historic context 
to planning processes in our city. Mayberry is currently celebrating his 20th year of service at the museum. 

Jack Quinn’s Running Club received the 2014 Downtown Star award for an organization or business. With 
more than 20,000 registered members, the club brings an average of 1,200 people to downtown each 
Tuesday. The family- and dog-friendly runs attracts people of every age, ability, and from all walks of life 
including office workers, soldiers, athletes, parents with strollers, college students, children, die-hard runners 
and motivated walkers. Although the club was formed around running, it does far more by fostering 
community and providing personal and business connections. Jack Quinn’s Running Club is frequently cited in 
national media as one of the ways in which Colorado Springs is a mecca of health and fitness.  
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Pictured: Business partner Kathy Loo (far left), Nicklasson’s children, and singers from the Colorado Springs 
Conservatory listen as Darsey Nicklasson (center) addresses the crowd at the ground breaking of Blue Dot 
Place on September 4, 2014. Nicklasson received a Downtown Star award from Downtown Partnership on 
October 2, 2014, for her vision and work in bringing new residential to downtown. 

 
About Downtown Partnership 
Downtown Partnership is the lead nonprofit organization ensuring that Downtown Colorado Springs serves as 
the economic, cultural, and civic heart of the city. For more information visit www.downtowncs.com, or 
contact Downtown Colorado Springs at 719.886.0088. 
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