
Virtual First Friday: July Featured Partners 

The art businesses and galleries of Virtual First Friday have chosen to put their promotional efforts and Virtual First 

Friday Challenge dollars behind local organizations supporting healthy Black communities in the Pikes Peak Region. On 

July 3, 2020, for each Virtual First Friday purchase of $50 or more, $50 will be donated to the following organizations: 

Poetry719, COS Black Business Network, and My Black Colorado. 

Please join us in affirming Black lives and Black voices in our community by donating directly, making a remote or in-

person purchase at participating galleries, or both. Up to $500 in challenge dollars will be given each hour, for a total of 

$1,500, so time your purchases to contribute to the organization whose mission most resonates with you.  

• 5:00-5:59 p.m.: Challenge dollars go to Poetry719 

• 6:00-6:59 p.m.: Challenge dollars go to COS Black Business Network  

• 7:00-7:59 p.m.: Challenge dollars go to My Black Colorado 

• Patrons can support these organizations directly at any time using the links above. 

As arts professionals, we take ownership of, and seek to repair, the systemic racism that has kept the work of Black 

creatives from being celebrated and compensated in our sector. As small business owners, we acknowledge the 

problematic dynamics of promoting one’s own business while supporting a social justice cause. We seek to walk this line 

with integrity and authenticity, led by the priorities and voices of our partner organizations.  

We proudly amplify their important missions using their own words: 

Poetry719 is a Black-run poetry group that focuses on uplifting and amplifying the voices of marginalized communities 

and people of color. We host open mics, movie screenings, workshops, and community conversations. Our open mics 

are often targeted to raise awareness and celebrate the diversity of our community, including Colorado Black Voices 

Matter, Disability Awareness, Listen to Black Women, and Queer People of Color Open Mics to name a few. We work to 

build community through storytelling and creative self-expression. Poetry719 believes your voice is powerful and 

deserves to be heard.  

Support directly: https://www.poetry719.com/support-us 

The Colorado Springs Black Business Network is an organization designed to foster relationships and facilitate economic 

opportunities for businesses in the Pikes Peak Region. The goal of this organization is to become 501c6 Chamber of 

Commerce.  

Mission: Create an environment of empowerment for Black business professionals and business owners to gain 

strategic access to resources which create positive economic growth among the Colorado Springs community. 

Support directly: “Like” their Facebook page to support. 

In the news: Colorado Springs Black Business Network working to fix an 'unacceptable' problem 

My Black Colorado is not just building the largest Black directory in Colorado, we are creating a user-friendly search 

engine to find what you are looking for. We are publishing print & digital magazines to highlight these listings and 

Colorado's Black history. We are creating partnerships and building our digital and physical distribution database that 

will help connect the content to a larger audience. We are building a shared online marketplace to sell and promote 

products directly from. We are supporting local Black events and activities through capturing and promoting their 

content. We are creating this as a self-sustaining model that is financially supported by the community and that can be 

scaled over time. There is a lot more coming, we are here to stay. It’s time we leave a lasting mark in the Colorado 

community. One that will be remembered for years to come. It starts here. It starts now. 

Mission: Facilitate and cultivate a cohesive ecosystem of the local Black community to inspire, innovate and 

connect local areas together.  

https://www.poetry719.com/support-us
https://www.facebook.com/pg/csblackbiz/about/?ref=page_internal
http://www.myblackcolorado.com/buy
https://www.poetry719.com/about-us
https://www.poetry719.com/support-us
https://www.facebook.com/csblackbiz/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/csblackbiz/about/?ref=page_internal
https://gazette.com/business/colorado-springs-black-business-network-working-to-fix-an-unacceptable/article_24f0e540-9518-11e8-8731-4b7295bc3651.html
http://www.myblackcolorado.com/digital


Support directly: Subscribe to the “My Black Colorado” magazine 

In the news: My Black Colorado in the news 

Upcoming events: August Education Edition of Magazine seeking content 

 

The fine print:  

Challenge dollars will be awarded at the top of every hour (5, 6 and 7 p.m.) based on the timestamp shown on the 

merchant’s transaction records. These records will be submitted to Virtual First Friday by each merchant at the end of 

the event, and results will be announced the following week.  

How Virtual First Friday seeks to be a good-faith partner to participating Black community organizations: 

1. This is a “pilot” project – we will be eager to listen to and be led by our partners on improving our process and 
our message. We’re aware the arts community can and should do more as allies, and we acknowledge the role 
of art museums and performing arts centers as gatekeepers that too often serve to widen the visibility gap 
between white artists and artists of color.  

2. This is not intended to be extractive – we want to drive arts businesses and patrons to invest in these 
organizations for themselves, beyond the $1500 challenge. Whatever we can do to facilitate and grow that going 
forward, we’re ready to do. 

3. This is not intended to eat up their time or organizational resources – we will keep any requests for message 
points or administrative support to the absolute minimum. We want to give you money and attention, not more 
work to do. 

https://myblackcolorado.com/magazine-subscription-pay-by-paypal/
https://myblackcolorado.com/in-the-news/
http://www.myblackcolorado.com/educate

