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Greater Downtown Colorado Springs Business Improvement District 
Board of Directors Meeting 
8 am Nov. 20, 2018 
111 S. Tejon Street, Suite 703 

 
Board Attendees:  Colin Christie, Lauren Ciborowski, Sarah Garza, Bill Nelson, Tim O’Donnell, Simon Penner, 
and Craig Ralston and Luke Travins 
 
Staff:  Susan Edmondson, Tim Archer, Laurel Prud’homme, Ana Valdez and Margo Baker 
 
Guest:  David Neville and Jariah Walker 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Welcome / Call to Order 
Bill Nelson called the meeting to order at 7:59 a.m.  
 
Minutes 
Board reviewed minutes dated Sept. 18, 2018.  Craig Ralston moved to accept the minutes, seconded by Simon 
Penner and approved unanimously. 
 
Financials 
Ana Valdez reported that the October 31, 2018, financials show most of the tax revenue has come in, and a 
$15,000 LART grant was received.  There were no unusual expenses, although ice melt is beginning to be used 
up and the purchase of ice melt may be necessary depending on weather conditions.   
 
Susan Edmondson announced that the 2019 budget meeting will be at 8 am December 12, and a quorum is 
needed. 
 
New business 
Susan distributed a Property Tax increment Revenue Agreement document to board for review and discussion.  
The Agreement proposes an urban renewal area for the dual-branded Marriott, to be located at Tejon and 
Costilla, with a building of more than 300,000 sq. feet and approximately 256 rooms and 224 parking spaces.  
The estimated market value is $25 million. Based on a Tax Forecast report, the estimated increment generated 
from the 5 mills of the BID over the 25-year duration of the URA is $934,000, or an average over lifetime of 
$37,398 annually.  
 
The Agreement provides for increment from property tax revenue generated from the hotel property to be 
retained by the URA for the 25-year duration of the urban renewal area.  The agreement also includes a 
provision that the URA shall ensure that the property obligates itself for the cost of irrigation of trees or any 
other landscaping in the right of way. 
 
Board held a robust discussion regarding the hotel and the positive improvement it will make to Downtown, as 
well as expectations on the part of the BID to provide its cleaning services to the block.  
 
Craig moved to approve the Agreement as written with signature authority granted to Bill, seconded by Simon 
and approved unanimously. 
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Public space management 
Tim Archer reported that supplemental private security begins this Friday and will be in place from 11 am to 7 
pm Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays and for the Holiday Stroll, through to Christmas Eve.  New holiday lights 
have been installed and many of the old timers have been replaced.  Tim bought and installed 60 new banner 
arms so more banners can be hung throughout Downtown, which shall increase potential for more banner 
revenue.  The final powerwashing occurred in early November, with about 90 percent participation by 
restaurants with sidewalk patios taking advantage of the significant discount provided. 
 
The 2019 Timberline contract is being updated and reviewed, and calls for 21 new planter beds and winter tree 
watering. Tim also will be painting pedestrian ramp handrails that have chipped and worn over time. Susan 
said that in 2019 she wants to review the two blocks of Pikes Peak Avenue from Cascade to Nevada, which 
desperately need improved lighting. 
 
Marketing and communications 
Laurel Prud’homme continues to work on annual holiday projects this time of year.  Along with the regular 
event cards, Gazette insert, holiday stroll, wassail, Skate in the Park, holiday coupon books, Small Business 
Saturday, and print ads, she updated the Skate in the Park graphics and developed a new Downtown holiday 
brand (painted by Claire Swinford) for event cards and banners. 

2019 goals are to enhance digital marketing, create more social media and videos, work on a Downtown 
branding campaign for 2020, and continue to glean information about Downtown via research and focus 
groups. 

Mobility 
Susan reported that during the holiday season the parking garages will be free every weekend.  Parking meters 
will be at the usual rate.  Susan announced that the new parking director, Scott Lee, began work in the last 
couple of days. 

Discussions about scooters already have begun within the city.  While the state defines e-scooters as “toys” 
and relegates them to sidewalks, local ordinances preclude scooters from Downtown sidewalks, which are a 
dismount zone.  While scooters can be a fun option for short trips, they also create safety challenges for riders 
as well as safety challenges due to scooter parking cluttering up public right of way.  
 
Adjourn 
Meeting adjourned at 9:11 a.m.   
 


