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Downtown Development Authority of Colorado Springs 
Board of Directors Meeting 
March 12, 2019 at 8 am 
111 S. Tejon St., Plaza of the Rockies North Tower, Suite 703 

 
Board members present:  Carrie Bartow, Jeff Finn, Jill Gaebler, Dot Lischick, Dave Lux, Jessica Modeer, Ingrid 
Richter and Tony Rosendo 
 
Staff:   Alex Armani-Munn, Margo Baker and Susan Edmondson 
 
Guests:  Lisa Bachman, Cheryl Brown (Near North End Neighborhood Association secretary), Bob Cope, Chris 
Coulter, Rick Greene, Chris Lieber, Laura Neumann, Nick Ragain, Ryan Tefertiller, Thomas Tiffany (Near North 
End Neighborhood Association treasurer) and Jane Turnis. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Welcome and call to order 
Ingrid Richter called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. She welcomed guests.  
 
Informational presentation: Weidner Stadium 
Nick Ragain, Switchbacks FC, introduced the stadium project team of Laura Neumann, Weidner Apartment 
Homes and Bob Cope, economic development director for the city.  Nick provided an overview of the Weidner 
stadium, a City for Champions project in the block bordered by Sahwatch, South Sierra Madre, Cimarron, and 
Moreno. The three-level building is planned to have a recessed field with an elevated concourse above street 
level which offers a connected experience. The stadium is planned for 8,000 fixed seats with an additional 
2,000 flexible field seats. There have been many iterations of the design, which is still evolving as requirements 
and budget building blocks are developed and plans progress. The venue is planned to be a community asset 
that will host not only soccer games but concerts, NGB events, other sporting events and more as 
conversations continue. Nick stated that neighborhood discussions have been positive overall and include both 
current and historical aspects of the neighborhood. Nick reported that the parking and traffic study previously 
approved by board at the last meeting is just about completed. Bob Cope said the state resolution requires 
forming a sports authority entity with a five-member board and that there will be dedicated staff for 
programming at both the CC Robson Arena and the Weidner stadium. The current aim is to break ground in 
July or August 2019 with a 12-month construction period. The project has been coordinated closely with 
Colorado Springs Utilities. 
 
Minutes 
Board reviewed minutes dated February 12, 2019. Following a motion by Carrie Bartow, seconded by Jill 
Gaebler, minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
Financials 
Board reviewed financials dated February 28, 2019. Susan Edmondson called attention to the financials and 
said there was not a lot of transaction in the past month. The final revenue projections recently received from 
the county show TIF projections up by about $63,000. 
 
Susan referred board to a DDA TIF and Operating Projection memo which shows revenue and expenses 
projected from February 2019 through 2024. The memo indicates gross funds available and remaining TIF 
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projected. Susan stated these projections memos will be refined and tracked over time.  Susan stated there is 
not anticipated to be a significant increase in revenue or operating expenses for the mill funding. Board 
members indicated the projections are helpful.   
 
Ingrid asked staff for legal clarification with respect to how operating and TIF funds should be used for the 
allocation of monies.  
 
Susan informed the board that as approved by board at the last meeting, the executive committee reviewed 
and accepted the 2018 audit, which was submitted to the city by the March 1 deadline. 
 
Grant applications 
Building Enhancement Grant: 22 Sierra Madre St.  Alex Armani-Munn presented a $50,000 grant request 
submitted by Pikes Peak Community College as part of a total $1.7 million building renovation. The 10,000 
square foot building will provide space for an art gallery, dance studio, and black box theater, contributing to 
the activation of Downtown cultural and arts. Exterior improvements consist of a mural (imagery to be 
determined) on the east and north walls, metal signage, and additional glazing and roll doors on the east 
entrance. Board expressed support for the project in general but concern that much of the exterior 
improvements are merely paint and not more extensive improvements to this building at a Downtown 
gateway. Following board discussion Ingrid moved to approve $25,000 funding contingent upon staff review of 
mural design and DDA naming rights included, to be paid from TIF funds, seconded by Jessica Modeer and 
approved unanimously.    
 
Jeff Finn left the meeting at 9:21 a.m. 
 
Special Event Grant:  Rocky Mountain PBS Kids Fun Fest Susan directed board members to her memo on a 
grant request from Rocky Mountain PBS for $1,500 in funding to support PBS Kids Fun Fest in June. Susan 
shared that this event brings a lot of families Downtown, activates Acacia Park and does not significantly close 
access to Downtown. Jill moved to approve $1,500, seconded by Carrie, and approved unanimously. 
 
Special Project Grant: Exponential Impact Board reviewed a request from Exponential Impact seeking $20,000 
for sponsorship of its 2019 XI Accelerator Program. While board strongly supports start-ups and the work of XI, 
they agreed this request does not meet criteria specific to Downtown enhancement, XI is based out of the 
Downtown boundary and accelerator participants will be engaging in Downtown in only peripheral ways. 
Carrie moved to decline funding for this grant application, seconded by Jessica and approved unanimously. 
 
Annual appropriations: Board reviewed a memo from Susan regarding annual appropriations for two projects. 
Tony Rosendo moved to approve $20,000 for the Kinder Morgan annual job incentive grant, contingent on 
meeting annual contractual criteria, and $35,000 to Downtown Ventures to support PikeRide for annual 
operations, seconded by Carrie and approved unanimously. 
 
State of Downtown 
Board members were reminded to RSVP for this event from 5-6 pm March 21 at The Pinery. Board was 
encouraged to invite colleagues. 
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Informational presentation: Robson Arena 
Ingrid introduced Lisa Bachman, Bachman PR, who introduced Chris Coulter, CC associate vice president of 
facilities, Jane Turnis, CC vice president for communications, Rick Greene, CC senior project manager, and Chris 
Lieber, N.E.S.  Lisa said the next community meeting will be March 23 at Colorado College, Armstrong Hall.  
Based on feedback received from the community during public meetings, significant changes have been made 
to include a parking structure and placement and design of Robson Arena. The building has been reoriented to 
the north side of the block bordered by Dale, Cache La Poudre, Tejon and Nevada. This allows a parking 
structure to be built near the center of the block with extensive landscaping on the south side to buffer the 
neighborhood from the parking structure. Presenters stated that with the addition of the parking garage, 
transition of the tennis courts to surface parking, plus additional surface parking on campus, it is able to meet 
projected parking needs. Additional provisions have been made for drop-offs, buses, multi-modal travel such 
as a shuttle, additional off-street parking, loading and unloading areas, traffic, lighting, safety, pedestrian 
access and bicycling. The height of the parking structure has been reduced and the architectural design will be 
compatible with other CC buildings. Plans also include multi-use space for a plaza, retail, restaurant and office 
space. Board members complimented the team on the proposed design and addition of structured parking. 
 
Adjourn 
Meeting adjourned at 9:50 am.  


