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Greater Downtown Colorado Springs Business Improvement District 
Board of Directors Meeting 
8 am July 20, 2021 
111 S. Tejon St. Ste. 703, Colorado Springs, CO 80903 

 
Board Attendees: Ann Sebastian, Simon Penner, Sarah Gonzales, Russ Ware, Frank Frey, Peri Bolts, Julie 
Brooks, Chris Senger, John Wolfe (remote) 

Staff:  Susan Edmondson, Chelsea Gondeck, Laurel Prud’homme, Ana Valdez, Victoria Webb, Tim Archer 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Welcome / Call to Order 
Russ Ware called the meeting to order at 8:01 a.m.   
8:02 am Chris Senger and John Wolfe join the meeting. 
 
Minutes 
Board reviewed minutes dated May 18, 2021. Ann Sebastian moved to accept the minutes, seconded by Sarah 
Gonzales, and approved unanimously. 
 
Financials 
Board reviewed financials for the period ending June 30, 2021. Sarah Gonzales directed the board’s attention 
to the balance sheet. Sarah noted there is nothing significant to report. Susan mentioned higher expenses for 
irrigation repairs, and Tim stated banner rentals are still low due to fewer events because of the pandemic.  He 
stated that, with the scores of banners for Downtown specifically, there are currently 138 banners hung.   
 
8:06 Simon Penner arrived at meeting. 
 
Governance 
Introductions of new board members commenced.  Peri Bolts, owner of Eclectic Co, was congratulated for her 
recent Prism award for Social Impact; John Wolfe, co-owner of Icons; Chris Senger, director of business 
development of Senger Design Group. The remainder of board and staff briefly introduced themselves to the 
new board members.  
 
Russ Ware and Sarah Gonzales were given gifts and Susan expressed thanks for their contributions to the 
board during their terms; departing board member Lauren Ciborowski, who was unable to attend, also was 
thanks.   
 
An executive slate was proposed:  

 Simon Penner as Chair 
 Julie Brooks as Vice Chair 
 Mark Earle as Secretary-Treasurer 

 
Motion to accept the nomination as presented by Sarah Gonzales, second by Russ Ware, approved 
unanimously. 
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2022 Budget 
A 2022 draft budget was presented. Susan reminded the board that revenue projections are received in late 
August; until that point it is not productive to attempt to balance the budget. An application for LART funding 
for power washing sidewalks has been submitted but the outcome is not known yet. Susan is anticipating 
some funding from the City to fund the supplemental security team. There will have to be an off-cycle board 
hearing late August to review the actual budget from the City. A calendar invitation will be to be sent to the 
board members for Tuesday, August 31 at 8 am.   
 
Marketing 
Laurel shared that July 1 kicked off a digital campaign targeting mobile users. Only two weeks into the 
campaign is too early to measure, but results are positive. A different digital campaign will run during the 
holidays. Laurel also shared that a reprint of the 5280 magazine was delivered to area hotels, and there are 
plans in 2022 to better utilize banners for holidays and special occasions. 
 
Parking 
A lower evening rate for monthly parking passes has been set, due to lower demand in the evenings and to be 
more affordable for service workers. Tech upgrades are complete for garages. Individual meters are still having 
technology issues that are being addressed. 
 
Public Space Management Updates 
Saturday, July 31, is the sesquicentennial parade and festival. The parade route is the normal route down Tejon 
11-noon. Festival is noon–8 pm.    
 
Adjourn 
Meeting adjourned at 9:09 a.m. 


