
 
Colorado Springs Downtown Development Authority 
Board of Directors Meeting 
8 am December 23, 2021 
111 S Tejon St Ste 703 and via Zoom, Colorado Springs, CO 
               

 
Board members present (remote): Darsey Nicklasson, Ingrid Richter, Nancy Henjum, Stella Hodgkins, 
Aaron Briggs, Jeff Finn, Dave Lux, Carrie Bartow 
Board members absent: Chris Lieber, Jordan Empey, Tony Rosendo 
Staff members present (remote): Susan Edmondson 
Guest (remote): Chris Jenkins, board member, US Olympic & Paralympic Museum 
 
Ingrid Richter called the meeting to order at 8:03 a.m. 
 
Ingrid introduced Chris Jenkins, board member of the US Olympic & Paralympic Museum. Ingrid referred 
board members to the staff memo regarding a grant request from USOPM for $200,000 toward a year-
end fundraising campaign to assist the museum with paying off debt incurred due to the challenges of 
opening during a pandemic. El Pomar has offered the museum a $2 million challenge grant that must be 
met with an additional $6 million in cash and pledges before year end. 
 
Chris shared with the board a brief history of DDA’s support of the museum as a catalytic economic 
development project, the financial challenges posed by opening and operating during the pandemic, and 
how a conservative business plan and budget has been prepared for 2022 that will stabilize museum 
financial operations if the existing debt can be retired. This budget projects annual attendance of 
125,000 people. 
 
Board members asked additional questions about how much has been committed thus far toward 
meeting the challenge grant (nearly $4 million), how the museum has determined reasonable 
attendance projections for the future, and other questions in regards to the current financial position of 
the museum.  
 
Carrie Bartow noted the importance of ensuring success of the museum as a catalyst for Downtown. 
 
Noting that GE Johnson was the general contractor for the museum, Stella Hodgkins recused herself 
from any vote. 
 
Jeff Finn disclosed that while the museum is located in the Park Union district, he holds no direct 
relationship to the museum. 
 
On a motion by Carrie Bartow, seconded by Dave Lux, board voted unanimously to provide a $200,000 
grant to the museum, payable over two or three years, through the TIF Fund. 
 
Ingrid asked Chris to return to a DDA meeting in January or February of 2022 to share more about 
museum operations and attendance. 
 
Chris thanked the board for its support and people exchanged holiday greetings. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:55 a.m. 


